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Introduction   

Th i s h a n d book wa s fi r st cr ea t ed i n 
1997. It was then revised and updated 
i n 2003. I t h a s been wr i t t en a n d 
illustrated by children in the school.   

Editorial team  

Chris Leakey 
Heather Brough  

Illustrations  

Katie Hopkinson 
Hattie MacAndrews 
Kimberly McIntosh        
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A day at Dolphin will never be boring, 
It's full of fun like P.E and drawing 

You can come as a visitor or for a day, 
Check it all out, you can learn and play 

~ 
The teachers are so kind and caring 

They also must be very daring  
To teach the children everyday 

And treat them all the same way 
~ 

But let’s not forget the children too, 
They always enjoy a good joke or two  
They are so friendly and so helpful, 

You’ll like the fact they’re always playful         
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s soon a s you g et t o sch ool , you g o t o 
t h e h a l l a n d wa i t fo r you r for m 
t ea ch er t o com e a n d co l l ect you r yea r 

a n d t a k e you t o you r for m r oom . Th i s i s 
wh er e you r r eg i st r a t i on i s h el d . At 
r eg i st r a t i on you r for m t ea ch er wi l l t a k e t h e 
r eg i st er . I t i s a l so h el d a t l u n ch t i m e. 
Usu a l l y you g et t o l d i m por t a n t n ot i ces a n d 
l et t er s a r e g i ven ou t . I f you wa n t , d u r i n g 
r eg i st r a t i on you ca n a l so sh a r e you r n ews 
and views with your classmates.      
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A ssembl y 

   
ssembly is on Wednesday before you go 
to lunch.  

Be QUIET when you enter the hall, 
otherwise you have to line up again and 
your year will be the last year to go.   

Y ear Tw o s i t at t he f r ont and Y ear E i ght 
s i t at t he back (Recept i on and Y ear One 
don’ t go). I n assembl y a y ear gr oup mi ght 
per f or m a smal l pl ay , i nst r ument s ar e of t en 
pl ay ed and a choi r somet i mes s i ngs. N ot i ces 
ar e gi v en, such as r esul t s of f i x t ur es 
agai nst ot her school s , and t r ophi es ar e 
handed out i f y our t eam w on a t our nament . 
A l so t he w eek l y s t r i des ar e t ot al l ed and 
t he w i nni ng house i s announced by chi l dr en 
i n Y ear 8 . The w i nner of t he mat hs 
challenge is also announced.     

 



 

6        

ou get 2 breaks a day, one in t he morning 
at 10:10, and one af t er lunch at 12:30. You 

can do pretty much what you want (with the 
possible except ion of murder and arson), 
unless you have a det ent ion. You can eat at 
break, but not past t he Chapt er House. To 
f ind out when t he end of break is, you can 
eit her f ind one of t he many clocks around 
t he school, or t here will be some very 
annoying kids running round screaming 
“I I I IN N N N N N   T I I I I I I I I IM E!!! (They usually 
lose their lives along with their vocal cords!)           
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uck shop is open everyday at break and 
lunch. Tuck shop is only open f or t he 
Year 7’s and 8’s.    

Tuck shop sells many dif f erent t hings but all 
of t he chocolat e has t o have biscuit in it . 
The t uck shop sells:- Tof f ee Cr isps, K it 
K at s, D ouble D eckers, But t erkist and it has 
many different flavours of crisps.   

Yummeeeeeeeeeeeeee!!   
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Aft er sch ool ca r e  

f t er school car e is open ever y day. This 
is open f or all year s. Ther e ar e dr inks 
and biscuits provided at 4 if wanted. 

We have many games f or t he younger childr en 
and there are sometimes videos.
Older childr en (year 6-8) can go t o homewor k 
club, which is r un by dif f er ent t eacher s unt il 
4:30 and t hen af t er 4:30 t hey have t o go t o 
after school care.            
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Responsi b i l i t i es!

   
t Dolphin there are not many responsibilities but 
there are some things you have to do or 

remember. Every child should look after 
the school environment so it will stay a 
happy and safe place to be. If you see 
someone who is upset at break time you 
should always try and help. You can ask 
them what is upsetting them, reassure 
them and see if you can find a solution to 
their problem. If someone is hurt you 
should tell a teacher and comfort him or her. It is also 
polite if you open doors for people and remember to 
say thank you if someone opens the door for you. If 
you see litter on the playground you 
should pick it up and put in the bin. It is 
always nice to pick up coats and jumpers 
outside and put them in lost property. No one likes to 
find a damp coat or jumper outside in the rain on 
Monday morning!            
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At Dolphin you will find it easy to  
make friends. Some of the friends you  
meet at Dolphin you will (fortunately 
or 
not!) know all of your life. These  
friends will help you enjoy your time 
at 
Dolphin and will also help you with 
your 
responsibilities. Your friends will help  
you during lessons and in sports, 
games and at break too.  

At the end of the handbook, you will  
find a space to write down your 
friends' 
telephone numbers!  
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How to recognise a bullying situation    

oint to help: If y ou see someone in a game or situation 
not looking happy , ask if they want to stop. If there are 
a group of children against one individual then that is 

bully ing. If there is someone much bigger intimidating 
someone smaller or y ounger than him/her, this is also 
bully ing. Bully ing doesn’t just have to be phy sical, verbal 
bullying can also be the case. This can be harder to deal with.    

If y ou are going to tell a teacher, make sure it is a bully ing 
situation before y ou get involved, also make sure that the 
person who is being bull ied is happy with y ou tell ing a 
teacher before you get involved. 
If y ou are being bull ied, i t is vital y ou tell an adult or a 
member of staf f , who wil l help you. The same goes if y ou see 
any bullying. 
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Responding to a bullying situation   

I f you are being bullied t he worst t hing t o do is t he same 
t hing back. Inst ead you should st raight away t ell a 
responsible adult , bef ore t he bullying get s out of hand. 
This adult will help you and will sor t out t he bullying. 
DON’T BE AFRAID TO TELL SOMEONE.   

A good person t o t ell is your ment or or f orm t eacher . I f 
you do not want t o t ell a t eacher t o t heir f ace, t here is 
a box next t o t he st airs by t he chapt er house. M rs 
Brough will check t his box everyday and sor t out your 
problems. What ever you do, do not ever let t he bully win 
and t ry not t o show your emot ions because t he bully will 
think that they have overpowered you.  

And finally- 

 

If t he sit uat ion cont inues you can eit her t ell t he same 
adult as before or tell another adult. Keep talking to the 
adult and make sure t hey t ake act ion. D o not 
exaggerat e t he sit uat ion and always st ick t o t he t ruth. 
I f you don’t want t o t ell an adult again you can always 
t ell a f r iend. This f r iend will hopef ully help you and t alk 
to the bully. If the bullying is very serious and you do not 
want t o t alk t o someone you know you can always phone 
a childline. Remember- NEVER GIVE UP!   
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These are the school’s guidelines:   

 
If you are being bullied, tell your form teacher or 
the Deputy Head.   

 
Do not be intimidated by a bully saying it will be 
even worse for you if you report bullying. 

 

When someone else is being bullied or is in 
distress, take action.  Watching and doing nothing 
may suggest support for the bully. 

 

Express your disapproval of bullying; do not 
tolerate a bully in your circle of friends. 

 

Inform an adult if you feel unable to stop the bully 
yourself. 

 

Always treat others as you would like to be treated 
yourself. Remember that calling someone names, 
or incessant teasing, is bullying.   

 

Do not become a bully yourself.            
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School Rules

  
Yourself  

Take responsibility for your own behaviour 
Be independent  

Others  

Respect other people. We are all different. Be polite, kind, 
thoughtful and helpful to everyone. Try to be a friend to 

everyone. Include people in your games. Support one 
another. Make sad people happy. Give people a chance if 

they make a mistake. Cooperate with other people. Discuss 
rather than argue. Speak kindly. Remain calm if someone is 

unkind. Think before you say anything.  

Property & Equipment  

Care and respect the school’s and each other’s property. Ask 
others before using their things. Look after your own 

property. Keep the school tidy. Wait for a teacher before 
going into a classroom. Be equipped for lessons.  

In Lessons  

Walk in a classroom. Listen carefully when others speak. 
Follow instructions. Put your hand up when you wish to 

speak. Do things quietly and in an appropriate way. 
Concentrate on your work.  

In other school situations  

Silence during fire drills. Silence during assembly. Good 
behaviour is also expected on all school trips. 
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Clubs are another aspect 
of Dolphin you’ve got to do 
right from the start. You 
can do a number of things 
From computing to cycling 
and from playing chess to 
rugby. The teachers are all 
very helpful and you 
usually get to do what you 
want to do provided you 
sign in properly. The clubs 
are great fun and once a 
year when the ‘Delphic 
Oracle’ comes out you will 
have your picture taken for 
taking part in these clubs. 
Here is a list of some of 
the clubs that you can do:                          

A:  ATHLETICS 
B: BASKETBALL 
C: CHESS 
D: DRAMA 
F: FOOTBALL 
G: GARDENING 
H: HOCKEY 
J: JUDO 
N: NETBALL 
P: POTTERY 
R; RUGBY 
S; SWIMMING 
T; TENNIS 
W; WINTER SPORTS 
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How to sign up for your clubs  

Signing up for a club is very simple, as you are 
given a form on which you write your name on 
the list and underline the club you wish to do.   

Cricket (7-8)          Adam

       

Be sure to put your 

N A ME On it !  

Then hand it in to the office.       
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Fir e Dr i l ls

  
In a lesson you might hear a bel l clanging or 

see Mr . Cooper r unning ar ound, r inging a 

bel l madly. Fi le out of t he classr oom and l ine 

up with the r est of t he your year in the 

tennis courts.  

  

And be QUIET.  

One of your t eacher s wil l cal l out t he 

r egister , when they’ve done it , and your 

teacher s say you can go back to the 

classr oom, go quiet ly. Watch out , there 

might be a r eal fi r e, i f so, don’ t be tempted 

to gr ab as many books as you can and r un 

towards the flame. 
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The House system     

There are four houses in Dolphin. Each one has a  
dif f er ent house capt ain f r om year eight and a  
different colour. These houses are:  

Lancaster (Red)    Plantagenet (Yellow)   

Tudor (Green)     York (White)    

The house captains change every year and there  
are usually two – a girl and a boy. You are put into 
your houses when you get to year two. However 
you can’t choose which house you go into as it gets  
picked out of a hat. If you have an older brother or 
sister you get put into the same house as them.   

You compete for your house in different sports (if  
you get picked) and there is also sports day which  
everyone competes in. There are points for each  
sport according to which house wins, also there are 
points for both senior sports day and junior sports  
day. Also points are given for strides. The house  
with the most points at the end of the year receives 
the House Cup.      
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Kit

  
Autumn/Winter Term

  
White shorts, blue Dolphin t-shirt or white  
t -shirt, tracksuit top and bottoms, football boots, 
blue football socks, shin pads and gum shields.  

Summer/Spring Term

 

Whit e shor t s/skir t , blue D olphin t -shirt/whit e t -
shir t , t racksuit t op, swimming t runks/cost ume and 
towel  

I t is very impor t ant f or all P.E. kit t o be named. 
Every t erm we have a kit check and if it ’s not all 
named you need t o t ake it home again t o have it 
named, and that’s a bit boring!

  

If you have a P.E lesson or if you are in a mat ch, 
t hen don’t change dur ing a lesson. Change at t he 
beginning of a P.E lesson or just before your match.  
If you have just come from the field in your football 
boots remember to change them at the bench. Do 
not walk across the playground in your football 
boots. Also if you have just had a swimming lesson 
don’t walk across the playground barefoot, put your 
shoes on or bring some flip flops to put on so your 
shoes don’t get wet.  
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Sports and Teams  

Dolphin school has a highly rated sports 
department. Through y our time at Dolphin y ou wil l 
be participating in games lessons and clubs. 
Teachers wil l arrange many matches, which wil l 
involve y ou. This means y ou should try to play to 
y our best abil i ty . When there is a match y ou should 
get a letter a couple of day s in advance. The k it 
required for a games lesson is as follows: Dolphin T- 
shirt, tracksuit/ shorts, blue socks, football boots for 
f ield, and trainers for other activities. Every y ear 
there is a sports day, when you will compete for your 
House in track and f ield events. There are also other 
House competitions throughout the y ear in Netball, 
Football, Rugby , Hockey , Swimming and Cricket. 
Nothing quite compares to scoring the winning 
goal for your House!!  
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Plays  

    

Every year there are about 2 or 3 plays, these can 
range from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, to The 
House at Pooh Corner! Mr Cooper is often heavily 
involved in writing many of them, directing them, 
playing in them, or all three! Year 4 sometimes 
produce a musical in the Spring term, Year 5 
perform in the Autumn term just before we break 
up for Christmas, and the children in Years 7 and 
8 put on the main school play in the Summer 
term. The teachers are very fair with who gets 
which part.  
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Chess is one of Dolphin’s strengths. We have 

been playing chess since the dawn of 
Dolphin, thanks to Ophelia’s enthusiasm, 
and are still going strong now. You will 
always know when a match is on because 
Mrs Lawson will become very excited. Also, 
the History room will be overwhelmed with 
chess boards and chess pieces. You’ll also 

know when we’re playing against St. 
Nicholas School because Kevin’s colour will 
certainly drain. They’re rather good, you 

k n ow!
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Day trips….  

… are sometimes to the Natural History 
Museum (Dinosaurs) 
and on other 
occasions y ou may go 
to art galleries for 
one artist or sty le or to 
Roman ruins in 
preparation for a f ield trip!! You wil l 
probably f ind y ourself sketching 
buildings, paintings and sculptures. (so 
remember to take a sketch pad)  

Remember also to have a disposable lunch 
(I repeat… disposable ..!!)         
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Field Trips  

Field trips are great fun and you will go on at least 
one every year. From re-enacting the 
Battle of Hastings, to trying Camembert, 
there is always something fun. Here is 
a list of the field trips you go on:  

Year 3 - East Sussex  

On this trip y ou will enact the Battle of Hastings, 
and if y ou are lucky the teachers wil l buy y ou an 
ice cream  

Yr 4 - Dorset  

On the Dorset trip y ou wil l meet Veterix the Celt, 
make a round house, and a roman hypocaust.  

Yr 5 - Boulogne  

The Boulogne trip wil l be y our f irst trip abroad with 
school, and is a really fun trip. You stay in a large 
y outh hostel, and go to a market, where y ou can 
buy delicacies from strawberries to tripe.       
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Year 5 – Ironbridge   

Prepare to go back to the Victorian era. You start 
y our journey in a horseless 
carriage, which takes you up to 
Birmingham. You then head 
east to Ironbridge where y ou stay 
in one of the best y outh hostels. 
Don’t run out of money though, as y ou get to spend 
lots of money on yummy Victorian sweets.  

Yr 6 - North Wales  

Do y ou know y our motte f rom y our bailey , or y our 
keeps f rom y our crenellations? Well i f y ou do, then 
North Wales is for you. Get ready to stay in the best 
y outh hostel(!). This is one of the most action-
packed trips. You see 10 castles, a power station; 
conduct a river survey , and do lots of sketches all in 
seven days!!!  

  

Year 7 - Northumbria  
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Last y ear’s trip, y ou may remember, kept y ou busy 
sketching Welsh castles (occasionally in the 
pouring rain!) But be prepared for Ophelia’s lectures 
on the creation of 
Hadrian’s Wall. Not 
only does she seem to 
know each stone by 
name but she lectures 
y ou on how each and 
every one came to be 
there. Next y ou might 
get drowned at 
Lindisfarne if the 
teachers get their timing 
wrong. When the tide is high the island is cut of f 
f rom the mainland. Next y ou might take a trip to 
the Kielder Dam and walk up a very long f l ight of 
stairs and appear in an observation tower in the 
middle of the reservoir. Then y ou go to Bede’s World 
and have to stay silent for the morning (y es, I said 
the whole morning!). One decent thing about this is 
that the teachers do it as well, so y ou don’t have to 
l isten to them all the time. Then Pizza Hut, but 
only for those that don’t fancy an impoverished 
monk’s meal!  Note: the answer to all the questions 
is Agricola…I mean ALL!   
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The Ireland Trip (Year 8)   

The Ireland trip is the f inal big trip. It lasts for nine 
days, but there is never a dull moment !!! You will  
learn about the Celts,Neolithic sites, listen to 
magical stories, fantastic poems and long legends 
on sites, visit Dublin and do a workshop with an 
Irish singer, go to the Abbey theatre founded by  
Yeats, stay in historic buildings, sail to Arran and  
spend time watching the sunset on Tara Hil l and 
the 
seat of the high Kings.   
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Walking Trips

    
Ever y yea r t h er e i s a BIG ‘ ol e m ou n t a i n t o 
cl i m b . I f you en j oy f r eez i n g, col d h a n d s a n d 
feet , sor e l egs, m ood y ol d t ea ch er s, interesting

 
you t h h ost el m ea l s a n d m u ch , m u ch m or e, 
you ca n st a r t t h i s a d ven t u r e i n Yea r 4 a n d 
complete it in Year 8.  

To get on t h ese t r i p s you h a ve t o w r i t e a l et t er 
t o Fi f i (w e m ea n Op h el i a ! ) a n d r em em b er t o 
get you r p a r en t or gu a r d i a n t o si gn i t ! On ce you 
get to the summit (the top) try not to fall off. It’s 
gr ea t fu n , a ct u a l l y ! So w h er e d o you go? Wel l , 
…  

Year 4 go to the Lakes 
Year 5 go to the Brecon Beacons 
Year 6 go to Snowdonia 
Years 7 and 8 go to the Lakes and the Alps  
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(a selection!)  

M iss P is one of t he t wo Science Teachers. She has 
been t eaching at D olphin School f or 3 years and t here 
were many ot her schools bef ore, so she is rat her 
exper ienced. She has a large range of br ight ly coloured 
shoes.  She likes talking about her cat Archibald and her 
Thomas the Tank Engine lunch box.  

M rs L awson Is t he ot her Science t eacher and she also 
does A st ronomy.  Wat ch out when 
she does her  mad scient ist bit ! A lso beware 
of her long  titles on the board.   

M r L eakey Is a very unique t eacher at D olphin, let ’s just 
say he is a one of a kind.  One moment he is t elling loads 
of hilar ious (not ) jokes, t he next he his giving us anot her 
of his ‘wonderful’ lectures.  

WARNING, BEWARE OF THE LECTURES!

 

He is deput y head of t he school, so you have t o be nice 
and polit e, and all t hat .  He is so f ar t he champion of 
t he f unny f ace compet it ion, t he weird noises 
competition and t he limbo dancing in 
France compet it ion (simply because 
he’s t he only one t hat ent ers). M r L eakey 
also t eaches French. The only words he says in his lesson 
are: ‘learn t his or t hat , verbs verbs and more verbs. (I 
beg to differ! Ed.)  
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Sophie is a very nice t eacher , as long as you hand your 
homework in on t ime.  She’s mult it alent ed as 
she t eaches French, Spanish and PE.   In 
her lessons you’ll get t est s but t here are cool 
games as well.  

    

M rs H unt is a Geography and PE t eacher .  She is head 
of Geography and very 
active. If you’re lucky 
you will get a line-dancing 
lesson.    

Katie   is a PE and Geography teacher. Katie’s geography 
lessons are really f un and you get t o draw a 
cool cow. Her PE lessons are great t oo. 
She has 2 children and is really nice!   

A dam has recent ly   come back t o D olphin School af t er 
a year out t ravelling in A f r ica and t he Far 
East .  He is head of H ist ory and PE, so he 
knows everyt hing t here is t o know about 
that!  
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Equipment You Will Need

     
Pen (blue fountain pen, fibre tip or roller ball but not 

biro) 
Pencil 
Ruler 

Rough Book 
Colouring Pens or Pencils 

Homework Diary (for strides too) 
Pencil Sharpener 
Refill Cartridges 

Calculators and geometry sets (can be borrowed but 
it’s best to bring your own) 

No tippex of any sort!    
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When it comes to Homework, Dolphin school is quite 
nice. You usually have about a week to hand it in. When 
you’re in the younger years homework isn’t a problem 
because its simpler however, as you get older the 
homework becomes harder. Planning your homework 
when you get older is very important, especially if you do 
lots of other activities outside school. Having to do all 
your homework the night before is really tiring (believe 
us we know) and the quality is usually not good. Take it 
from us - plan your homework. A good idea is to make a 
homework timetable or do an hour a night.  Often you 
will get projects to do, in class and out.            
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At school you are able to borrow books from the 
library to read at home and during the reading lessons. 
There is meant to be only one lesson each week but 
remember to bring your book in every day just in case 
the timetable changes.  

Tip:

 

Some people have two books, one 
to keep at home and one to keep in 
their bag for reading lessons. That 
way you avoid being told off for 
forgetting your book.  

When the English teacher introduces a new book 
usually everyone in the class wants to read it! Please 
return all your school Library books at the end of term 
so the teachers will know whether there are any lost 
books.  

There is also a library system which allows you to log 
books out and in. It also lets the teachers know who 
has which book.          
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Lost Property

   

Lo s t p r o p e r t y wi l l n o t b e a b i g t h i n g 
for you as long as you not forgetful and 
y o u n a me a l l y o u r c l o t h e s . Tr y n o t t o 
l e a v e y o u r c l o t h e s i n a c l a s s r o o m o r o n 
t h e f i e l d . Th i s i s h o w mo s t p e o p l e a t 
Do l p h i n l o s e t h e i r c l o t h i n g . Ho we v e r , i f 
y o u d o l o s e y o u r s t u f f ma k e s u r e y o u g o 
t o t h e ” l o s t p r o p e r t y r o o m” b e f o r e t h a t 
mo n t h h a s g o n e b y . Th e “l o s t p r operty 
r o o m” i s n e xt t o t h e Fr e n c h r o o ms . 
Yo u ’r e n o t a l l o we d i n t h e r e b u t y o u r 
p a r e n t o r g u a r d i a n wi l l b e . I f y o u d o 
n o t g o b e f o r e t h a t mo n t h i s o v e r y o u r 
c l o t h e s wi l l g e t s e n t t o Oxf a m! Tr y a n d 
b e s a f e o t h e r wi s e y o u mi g h t j u s t s t r o l l 
d o wn a r o a d o n e d a y a n d s e e y o u 
favourite jumper on somebody else!   

  




